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SUBJECT: LEBANESE INTERNAL SITUATION 

FOR AMBASSADOR 

1 . IN MY RECENT TALK WITH EOREIGN MINISTER SAUVAGNARGUES 
WE DISCUSSED THE LEBANESE INTERNAL SITUATION. SAUVAGNAR- 
GUES EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE CONCERN ABOUT POLITICAL DETER- 
IORATION IN THE COUNTRY AND DANGER OF SERIOUS INTERNAL 
BREAKDOWN AND EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE, A CONCERN WE FULLY 
SHARE. 

2. TO FOLLOW UP THIS CONVERSATION, YOU SHOULD SEEK EARLY 
OPPORTUNITY TO TELL SAUVAGNARGUES THE FOLLOWING: SUBSE- 
QUENT TO MY TALK WITH HIM I SPOKE TO LEBANESE EOREIGN 
MINISTER TAKLA, WHO UNDERSTANDABLY WAS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED 
ABOUT HIS COUNTRY'S SITUATION. AS RESULT OF THIS CON- 
VERSATION AND OF OUR OWN ANXIETIES ON THIS SCORE, WE ARE 
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SAUVAGNARGUES I WOULD , TO URGE RESTRAINT AND PRUDENCE 
VIS-A-VIS LEBANON; THE SOVIETS TO URGE THEM TO RES- 
TRAIN LEBANESE LEFT; AND SAUDI ARABIA AND KUWAIT TO 
SUGGEST THEY ENCOURAGE MODERATION ON PART OF PALESTINIAN 
LEADERSHIP IN LEBANON. 

3. THESE APPROACHES RELATE MAINLY TO MOSLEM GROUPS IN 
LEBANON, BUT IT SEEMS TO US THAT CHRISTIAN MILITANTS- 
LARGELY-MARONITE PHALANGE IN PARTICULAR-ARE ALSO RES- 
PONSIBLE FOR CONTINUING CRISIS BY THEIR READINESS TO 
RESORT TO VIOLENCE AND THEIR UNWILLINGNESS TO SHOW 
FLEXIBILITY IN EFFORTS TO RESOLVE COUNTRY'S BASIC POLI- 
TICAL PROBLEMS. IN OUR VIEW, CHRISTIANS WILL HAVE TO BE 
LESS RIGID IN RESPONDING TO MOSLEM PRESSURES FOR 
GREATER POLITICAL ROLE IF NEW STABLE BASIS FOR 
LEBANESE POLITICAL LIFE IS TO BE ESTABLISHED. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE FRENCH VIEWS ON THIS QUESTION. IT OCCURS TO US 
ALSO THAT WITH THEIR TIES TO MARONITE CHRISTIAN COM- 
MUNITY IN LEBANON FRENCH MIGHT BE IN POSITION TO COUNSEL 
FLEXIBILITY AND MODERATION ON ITS PART. 

4. FRENCH MIGHT ALSO CONSIDER APPROACHES SIMILAR TO 
OURS TO GOVERNMENT HAVING SOME INFLUENCE IN LEBANON. 
FRANCE, FOR EXAMPLE, HAS A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH IRAQ 
THAN WE AND MIGHT THINK ABOUT TRYING TO PERSUADE BAGHDAD 
TO MODERATE ITS MISCHIEF-MAKING IN LEBANON. KISSINGER 
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